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SBSTA 59 – Agenda Item 12(b).

Emissions from Fuel used for international aviation and maritime transport – informal consultation.


This is a summary of the central dispute.

Roughly 20 minutes of the discussion involved discussion of the draft text for SBSTA Agenda Item 12(b). 

The initial draft proposed by the co-chairs included the text “exchange of views among parties.”

China wanted the text to read “divergent views.”

Australia, UK, Canada, and US all accepted the “exchange of views” text.

China insisted on divergent views. 
Iraq also preferred divergent views.

The co-chair offered a compromise text using “all of the views” or “all views.” (Parties seemed to use them interchangeably).

The US indicated that it was happy with “all views” because “all views” was inclusive of all views offered, while “divergent views” highlighted specific views.

China insisted on “divergent views” and reminded parties that the process required consensus, not majority.

The co-chair explained that they were at the mercy of the parties.

At that point I had to leave about 15 minutes prior to the end of the meeting.
 
The draft text was released on Dec 4. There are two options to part 4:

Option 1: The SBSTA recognized the divergent views expressed by Parties on the submissions.
Option 2: The SBSTA acknowledged the exchange of views among Parties on the submissions.

https://unfccc.int/sites/default/files/resource/Bunkers.pdf


