RINGO Observers coordinated report

Session: Nineteenth meeting of the Adaptation Committee 

Prepared by: Adam Izdebski (Matt Planck Institute), Beatrice Liese (QUNO), Emilie Beauchamp (IIED), Ingrid Timboe (AGWA), Jennifer Huang (C2ES), Moumini Savadogo (WASCAL).

Location: online via Microsoft Teams 
Date and Time: 16-19 March 2021 between 12h30- 15h30 (CET). 
Participants: Adaptation Committee, Secretariat, other Constituted Bodies, Observers. 


Summary

Between 16-19 March 2021 the nineteenth meeting of the Adaptation Committee was held online. This was the third meeting taking place on a virtual format, with the AC meeting for three hours per day. For these reasons, the AC focused the discussion on key agenda points and next steps ahead of COP26. The meeting focused on agenda items 5, 6, 8.b, 10 and the activities related to awareness-raising, outreach and information sharing raised in item 9.

A link to the agenda (papers & presentation links) for this session can be found here: 
https://unfccc.int/sites/default/files/resource/ac19_agenda.pdf 
Schedule of work/timetable: https://unfccc.int/sites/default/files/resource/ac19_schedule.pdf 

Links to direct streams (Youtube):
· Day 1: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=d8epc_grQdQ
· Day 2: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BWk5et2r0Lk
· Day 3: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UVFU-5l2X04
· Day 4: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2SEKYdg2Zf8

1. Opening and welcome. 

It was noted that no physical meetings will take place until all State representatives can participate equally. 

2. Adoption of the agenda. 
3. Election of the Co-Chairs:

The two current co-chairs were re-elected for the next year (Ms. Cecilia da Silva Bernardo and Ms. Alessandra Sgobbi) by all members.
 
4. Organization of work.

[bookmark: _6kuizg5w8zyg]

5b Advice to the Nairobi work programme (focus: NWP support to the AC) 
Thursday 18th March 2021 12h30 CET
https://unfccc.int/sites/default/files/resource/ac19_5b_nwp.pdf

Background: SBSTA 48 invited the steering committee to provide advice on the delivery of the Nairobi Work Programme (NWP) mandates and opportunities to align efforts with relevant entities. The NWP can offer knowledge support and information. The Adaptation Committee (AC) communicated advice to the SBSTA Chair and was invited to consider requesting the secretariat to communicate further advice to the SBSTA Chair.

Discussion/conclusion: 
· This is a useful approach; a good way to get feedback on the AC’s work; a good network; complements previous workshop and technical paper. There was a point made about making the relationships/governance between the NWP and the AC clearer.
· Some additional considerations/topics suggested: gender considerations, knowledge gaps, contributing to methodologies for reviewing; climate impacts; COVID impacts; and vulnerability. 
· NWP Focal Point Forum theme: still finalizing; has recognizing the efforts of developing countries been identified?
· Suggestion for next steps: support secretariat in taking into account this feedback, particularly regarding the National Focal Point Forum.


6a. Global Goal on Adaptation (focus: report publication, workshop & next steps)
Wednesday March 17th 12h30 CET
https://unfccc.int/sites/default/files/resource/ac19_6a_gga.pdf 

Background: Against the background of Parties’ efforts to engage in adaptation planning and implementation, working towards the GGA, the AC has the mandate to consider approaches to reviewing the overall progress made in achieving the GGA and to reflect the outcome of this consideration in its 2021 annual report. 

The AC is considering a draft technical paper on approaches to reviewing the overall progress towards achieving the GGA that would, in turn, feed into the annual report. At AC18 it agreed to consider organising an expert meeting/webinar in spring 2021, and to make a summary for the 37-pp. working paper. At AC19 the Committee also considered a proposal for establishing a thematic expert group to solicit additional ideas.

Discussion:
Following on from conversations during AC18, AC members discussed the need to clearly distinguish between the technical paper and recommendations within the annual report. The timeline for communicating the work on the technical paper was discussed, with some members urging an expeditious publication and clarity of content. A need for feedback from both Parties and stakeholders was also identified by a number of members, as was the need for transparency. The importance of this paper to the upcoming COP was raised by both several members (e.g.: Chile, Argentina, Angola) and observers (IIED). 
It was agreed that the paper could be circulated ahead of the webinar as technical paper rather than a knowledge product, with the webinar presenting an opportunity to gather feedback. This webinar will be organized prior to the COP26 to get the input of parties and stakeholders. The technical document has to be refined based on the discussions of today and during the intersessional process before sharing at the webinar and finalised based on input from the webinar.

6b. Adaptation Communications: Draft supplementary guidance for voluntary use by Parties in communicating adaptation information
Wednesday March 17th 13h30 CET

Background: The AC has been requested to draft supplementary guidance for voluntary use by Parties in communicating information on adaptation planning and implementation. This is to be done with the engagement of the IPCC Working Group II and using relevant existing guidance as a starting point. 
The committee took note of the progress made and instructed the secretariat to continue to populate the remaining of part II. Need to engage the IPCC and then later have a webinar to consult the end users/Practitioners of the document (adaptation communications, adaptation plans, adaptation component of the NDC).  Exchanges other constituencies to maximize input on this guidance. 
[bookmark: _81rithbfsftt]6c. Methodologies for assessing adaptation needs (focus: status update) 
Thursday 18th March 2021 14h30 CET
https://unfccc.int/sites/default/files/resource/ac19_6c_needs_assessment.pdf 

Background: 11/CMA.1 requested the Adaptation Committee (AC) plus the LDC Expert Group, Nairobi Work Programme partner organizations to develop and update inventory-relevant methodologies for assessing adaptation needs, and to prepare a technical paper, due in 2022, on methodologies for assessing adaptation needs and their application. There is a draft outline and 79 methodologies/tools and case studies have been sent via the AC survey. The AC was invited to consider whether the secretariat should take a more comprehensive analysis of the methodologies in the inventory for consideration at AC20 and/or to prepare a first draft of the technical paper for consideration at AC21 and for engaging with the IPCC Working Group (WG) II with a view to finalizing it by AC22, in the second half of 2022.

Discussion/conclusion: 
· Initial agreement on the way forward
· Some pointed out that action and support methodologies are treated differently, with more focus on action than support.
· Several members interested in enhancing engagement and coordination with the IPCC to undertake specific work on adaptation, and to make the AC work more impactful. However, others, while supporting coordination, cautioned that the IPCC works independently, on its own schedule—the AC cannot make requests on the IPCC; they cannot respond to constituted bodies without consultation by Parties.

Next steps: 
· It was agreed to update IPCC on progress made after AC19 with view to identifying concrete ways of engaging on TP with IPCC through its normal processes and deliverables.
· The secretariat will prepare a more comprehensive analysis of the methodologies contained in the inventory for consideration at AC20;
· The secretariat to prepare a first draft of the technical paper for consideration at AC 21, and for engaging with the IPCC WGII, with a view to finalizing it by AC 22 in the second half of 2022.
[bookmark: _37538tnu96ih]6d. Recognizing the adaptation efforts of developing country Parties (focus: identification of new theme)
Tuesday March 16th 13h30 CET
https://unfccc.int/sites/default/files/resource/ac18_5d_hazards.pdf 

Background: The AC and the LEG have the mandate to prepare synthesis reports every two years starting in 2020. The synthesis reports on specific adaptation themes are focused on relevant lessons learned and good practices in developing country Parties in the context of the recognition of their adaptation efforts. The first synthesis report, on how developing countries are addressing hazards, was approved at AC17 and is available here. 

In 2021, the AC must identify 3-5 themes based on current work and to prepare an outline on the chosen theme by the end of 2021. The five suggested themes (and approach outlined here) are “Efforts of developing countries in…”:

A. Enabling adaptation by private actors;
B. Setting up institutional arrangements to plan and implement adaptation at different levels of government; 
C. Assessing the costs of adaptation;
D. Engaging stakeholders in adaptation planning and implementation; 
E. meeting their adaptation costs.

Discussion/conclusion: 
· Several members suggested to combine topics C and E, noting that other topics are being/have been covered under other items and/or constituted bodies. 
· The secretariat will prepare a concept note refining the topic building on C + E, with elements of institutional governance for AC20. Notes were made to be careful on not expanding but rather narrowing the scope of the paper. 

6e. Methodologies for reviewing the adequacy and effectiveness of adaptation and support (Focus: next steps)
Wednesday March 17th 14h30 CET 
https://unfccc.int/sites/default/files/resource/ac19_6e_leg_ac_adequacy.pdf 

Background: The CMA requested the AC, the LEG and the SCF to compile existing methodologies for reviewing the adequacy and effectiveness of adaptation and support. Submissions were requested, and 4 were received from Parties and others groups; forming the basis for a report (here). There was some disagreement among members about the scope of the paper in relation to the AC’s mandate. 
Concerns were noted at the 18th meeting on the lack of reference to the ETF in the report. It was decided that further guidance from the SCF is needed, which the Secretariat would follow up on. 

AC19 agenda suggested addressing the way forward for contributing to developing methodologies and in making recommendations on reviewing the adequacy and effectiveness of adaptation and support. The creation of a thematic working group is suggested, along with the publication of the Annex as a knowledge product. The AC also will continue to compile existing methodologies on reviewing the adequacy and effectiveness of adaptation and support as part of the Adaptation Knowledge Platform. 

Discussion/conclusion: 
· It was agreed that the Annex was not yet ready to be published, and was to be revised to review at AC20.
· It as also discussed and agreed that a joint group for the AC, LEG and SCF to sit to fulfil this mandate was to be created. This was supported by the LEG (chair Kenel Delusca) 

6f. Information collection and preparation for the global stock take (focus: status update) 
Initially planned Thursday March 18th 14h30 CET – postpone to Friday March 19th 
https://unfccc.int/sites/default/files/resource/ac19_6f_gst.pdf

Background: As per Article 14, paragraph 1, of the Paris Agreement, the Conference of the Parties serving as the meeting of the Parties to the Paris Agreement (CMA) shall periodically take stock of the implementation of the Paris Agreement to assess the collective progress towards achieving the purpose of the Agreement and its long-term goals, and shall do so in a comprehensive and facilitative manner, considering mitigation, adaptation and the means of implementation and support, and in the light of equity and the best available science

The CMA invited the AC to prepare a synthesis report on the information identified for the Global Stocktake. To advance this report, an initial exchange at AC17 concluded that the AC would:
· liaise with the LEG, the ExCom, LCIPP, SCF, TEC, PCCB, CGE and KCI to gather information on what reports other bodies are planning to produce in response to the mandate; and 
· request the secretariat to prepare, under the guidance of the AC, an annotated outline – submitted at AC18.

The AC is also given the opportunity to organize a webinar prior to the start of the technical assessment to clarify assumptions and methodology used when preparing its report.

At AC 19, the secretariat has prepared here a review of the synthesis reports to be prepared for the Global Stocktake’s information collection and preparation component, including the annotated outline. The 19th meeting will review the annotated outline a second time (first reviewed AC18), with a view to finalizing the report by February 2022. 

For AC19, this is a status update only, no actions required at this time since this is a working document that is still in progress.  

Discussion/conclusion: The committee agreed on:
· The need of clear timeline.
· Request its co-chairs to liaise with several other constituted bodies including the LEG, ExCom, TEC, etc. on what reports they are planning to produce in response to the mandate. 
· Request Secretariat to prepare, under the guidance of the AC, an annotated outline by Oct. 2020 for consideration at AC20, with a view to finalizing the report by Feb. 2022.
· Await and then consider the guiding questions that have yet to be issued by the SB Chairs.
· At AC20, agree on an outline and possible ways to engage other bodies and Parties in the development of the synthesis report. 
· Organize a webinar before the technical session.
· Create a small AC member group on this item. 


[bookmark: _ehx97cmiy8jy]7b. Monitoring and evaluation systems at the national and subnational level (focus: planned event)
Thursday 18th March 2021
https://unfccc.int/sites/default/files/resource/ac19_7b_m_and_e.pdf
 
Background: Planned activities under the Adaptation Committee (AC)’s 2019-2021 workplan included a 2020 event for sharing existing knowledge on and tools for monitoring and evaluation (M&E) and a 2021 technical paper based on case studies. The event was postponed until October 2021 and modified. The AC was asked to consider whether the original concept was still valid, whether the AC still wished to hold the event, and if yes, to request the secretariat to contact partner organizations on their availability and ability to hold it. The AC was also asked to consider whether the technical paper was still needed, and, if so, whether the case studies referenced should be at the local, subnational, national, or regional level(s). AC would include the technical paper in its new workplan for the years 2022-2024.
 
Discussion/conclusion:
· 2020 M&E event: All in favour; M&E still very important and worth keeping in workplan; relevant for discussions on progress towards global goal on adaptation for global stocktake; observer advice against joining several events together despite strong linkages because of info and mandates for each of the topics and others were not comfortable with merging events.
· 2021 case studies technical paper: All in favor; clear need; in determining case studies, maybe consider how many at each level there are and how mature they are?
· Next steps: Creating a small AC member group to discuss this item and considering work program for next period (2022-2024). Next meeting is scheduled for April.
[bookmark: _8wr8em8xr9wq]8a. Capacity gaps in accessing adaptation funding (focus: next steps) 
Thursday 18th March 2021
https://unfccc.int/sites/default/files/resource/ac19_8a_capacity_gaps.pdf

Background: The Adaptation Committee (AC)’s flexible workplan 2010-2021 includes an information paper based on submissions (draft AC/2019/27) which was later updated with further submissions (16 total) and consultations with the LDC Experts Group (LEG), Paris Committee on Capacity-building (PCCB), and the Standing Committee on Finance (SCF). It was revised to discuss a number of capacity gaps, address lessons learned as well as the AC’s possible role in addressing the capacity gaps. Whether the AC may wish to: 
· Consider producing action-oriented brief or case studies that can demonstrate how capacity gaps could be closed
· When updating 2015 thematic report on navigating landscape of support for NAPs in 2021, AC could include section/manuals on illustrating different access requirements for adaptation finance
· UN Volunteers to translate key documents into other languages
· In collaboration with LEG, incorporate relevant capacity gaps, needs into overall gaps and needs related to NAPs and to mobilize the NAP technical WG in assisting addressing relevant gaps, needs

Discussion/conclusion: 
· Agreed on the concept note about innovative approaches, barriers, good practices, gaps and needs in the same section.
· Value in collaborating with others working on same issues in continuing this work (e.g.: getting inputs from NAP TF).
· Gaps issues should guide the 2022-2024 workplan because they are cross-cutting; action-oriented briefs or case studies in collaboration with others useful; representative case studies.
· Gaps currently not in the paper but to be mentioned: access to funding; a section on challenges, barriers/gaps and needs; development and transfer of technologies.
· Think of having a catalogue of good practices.
· Make valuable use of the content of the communications and plans submitted by countries.

8b. Technologies for adaptation
Tuesday March 16th 14h30 CET
https://unfccc.int/sites/default/files/resource/ac19_8b_technologies.pdf

Background: The AC has agreed to prepare a technical paper on the application of technologies for an adaptation priority topic. At AC18 the secretariat presented a draft technical paper that includes results from a survey on key areas where LDCs need the most support. These areas include agriculture, water, coastal zones, but also knowledge sharing. The secretariat’s suggestion for the technical paper to focus on “enhanced stakeholder engagement, including the private sector, in technology planning and implementation” was agreed by members at AC18.

Discussion/conclusions: The secretariat has suggested an annotated outline to be reviewed at AC19. Members commented on the outline and the secretariat will produce a first draft for discussion at AC20. The AC also requests the secretariat to seek inputs from the NAP taskforce for the first draft. 

8c. Navigating the landscape of support for the process to formulate and implement NAPs
Friday 19th March 2021 12h30 CET 
https://unfccc.int/sites/default/files/resource/ac19_8C%20_thematic_report.pdf

Background: In 2015 the Adaptation Committee published the thematic report “Navigating the landscape of support for the process to formulate and implement national adaptation plans” (NAP process). The report provided an overview of financial, technological and capacity-building support as well as support in the form of guidance, information and knowledge from multilateral and bilateral sources available for developing countries that undertake the NAP process. Under workstream B “Providing technical support and guidance to Parties on means of implementation” of its 2019–2021 workplan the AC agreed to produce, in 2021, an update of the report through its NAP task force (NAP TF) and with the support of the secretariat. 
Under its 2019–2021 workplan the AC agreed to produce, in 2021, an update of the report through its NAP task force (NAP TF) and with the support of the secretariat.
Discussion/conclusion: The AC19 discussed next steps for updating the report. This includes developing a prototype virtual information source, and launching a full version of the information source by November 2021. Next Steps – the AC may wish to: 
· There is now the suggestion to make this updated 2015 report an online report / tool.
· The NAP Task Force - comprising members of the AC, LEG, SCF, TEC, AF, GCF and GEF - and the Secretariat, may wish to develop a prototype virtual information source, and update the relevant information from the 2015 publication, for the AC to consider at AC20,
· Take into account comments from AC20 and the NAP Task Force, the Secretariat will launch a full version of the information source by November 2021. 

Agenda Item 10: Flexible Workplan of the AC for 2022-2024

Background: At its 14th meeting, the AC agreed its third workplan, covering the period 2019-2021, which was subsequently welcomed by the COP. The AC agreed to keep its workplan flexible to take on new and emerging tasks and allow for flexibility regarding the timing of activities and revisions of the workplan, as needed. As the current workplan will expire at the end of 2021, the AC may wish to elaborate a new workplan to be agreed in the 2nd half of 2021 and be mindful of incorporating any feedback from the COP following the review of the AC’s progress, performance and effectiveness. This document contains possible guiding principles, main themes and next steps to support the AC in the elaboration of its next workplan.

As the current workplan will expire at the end of 2021, the AC may wish to elaborate a new workplan to be agreed in the 2nd half of 2021 and be mindful of incorporating any feedback from the COP following the review of the AC’s progress, performance and effectiveness. This document contains possible guiding principles, main themes and next steps to support the AC in the elaboration of its next workplan.
Discussion/conclusion:
· Following initial discussions, including a self-assessment, as appropriate, on priority areas of work for the years 2022-2024, the AC requested a small working of co-chairs and interested member to develop in first draft for the intersessional, conference calls and other means of consultations.
· Post AC19: Co-chairs, interested AC members and the secretariat perform a screening of the priority areas discussed and elaborate a first set of possible activities. 
· Mid-May 2021: 1st conference call with interested AC members to discuss a first order draft workplan.
· End of June 2021: 2nd conference call to discuss a 2nd draft, 
· AC20 (Sept 2021): Approval of the workplan for inclusion in COP26 AC annual report, 
· AC21 (early 2022): Review of the workplan in line with COP26 outcomes.
w[image: ]
Slide from presentation that might be of interest: (full presentation https://unfccc.int/sites/default/files/resource/AC19_8c_thematic_report_prezi.pdf )

[bookmark: _hlpr67o2kkvj]Agenda Item 11. Organization of Inter-sessional work

Summary outcome: AC members sign up to lead or participate in the various different committees and consultative groups. See Annex 1.
[bookmark: _j9nxpjm07ziv]Agenda Item 12. Dates for Next Meeting

Most suitable dates for next meetings: 7-10 September. No members objected. The AC invited the secretariat to do its utmost to facilitate an in-person meeting, pending any remaining COVID-19 restrictions.

Agenda Item 13. Any Other Matters
 
New Rule of Procedure regarding AC Member conflict of interest is adopted:  

The committee also raised the need to continue strengthening coordination with the COP26 and COP25 presidencies – side event and follow-up by the AC.


AC19 MEETING CLOSED. 


Annex 1. Issue leads for AC work in 2021

· Advice to NWP
· Needs lead → Julio
· Other members: Liu Shuo, Naeem, Iryna
· Global goal on adaptation
· Needs lead → Shella + Mariam as co-leads
· Co-Chairs
· Other members: Pilar, Mariam, Alice, Shella, Funanani
· Adaptation Communications: draft additional guidance for voluntary use
· Needs lead → Pilar
· Members: Pilar, Alice, Funanani, Navina, Liu
· Methodologies for assessing adaptation needs with a view to assisting developing countries
· Needs lead
· Recognition of adaptation efforts by developing countries
· Need lead: → Funi
· Members: Shella
· Global stocktake (adaptation)
· Needs lead → Alice
· Members: Pilar, Shella, Alice, Funi, Mariam
· Adequacy and effectiveness of support
· Need lead
· Members: Shella, Funi, Mariam, Navina, Vladimir, Iryna
· Capacity gaps to access funding for adaptation
· Needs lead →  Cecilia
· Members: Shella, Navina, Pilar, Mariam
· Updated communications plan of AC
· Members: Shella, Cecilia, Julio
· Technologies for adaptation
· Needs lead
· Members: Mariam, Clifford, Funi, Shella, Liu, Kazem, Co-Chairs
· NEW: Workplan for AC for years 2022-2024
· Co-Chairs
· Members: Mariam, Pilar, Shella, Julio, Liu, Funi, Alice
· NEW: M&E of adaptation
· Needs lead
· Members: Vladimir, Alessandra, Liu, Iryna
· AC liaison with other CBs (ongoing)
· Overall AC-LEG liaison: Cecilia
· Overall AC-SF liaison: Navina, Mariam, Funi, Shella
· AC nominee to TEC’s TF on adaptation
· Clifford, Backups: julio and Kazem and Mariam
· AC nominee to CTCN Advisory Board
· Kazem, Backup: Alessandra
· AC nominee to ExCom’s TF on Displacement
· Liu, Backup: Shella
· AC nominee to the PCCB
· Mariam; Back up: Kazem
· NEW: AC nominee to ExCom TF on non-economic losses
· PCCB members nominated to work with AC
· Mfumu Richard Lungu
· Yongxiang Zhang
· NEW: AC focal point for LCIPP
· Pilar
· AC nominee
· Gender focal point
· Julio, with backups: Clifford, Funi
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