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Date: November 27th 2020 13:00-14:45   UNFCCC Time zone: CET, UTC+1
The SBSTA Chair, Tosi Mpanu Mpanu (Democratic Republic of Congo) and the SBI Chair, Marianne Karlsen (Norway), in collaboration with the COP 25 Presidency and incoming COP 26 Presidency, launched another series of virtual events, the UN Climate Change Dialogues, November/December 2020 (Climate Dialogues) to advance work on the subsidiary bodies and COP agendas
Location: UNFCCC November Climate Dialogues, 
Technical dialogue with Parties and observers by the SBI Chair on experiences, good practices and lessons from LEG work to inform LEG review
UNFCCC
Background
Article 4, paragraph 9, of the Convention provides for the special support to the least developed countries (LDCs), with respect to funding and transfer of technology, given their specific needs and special situations. Over the years, a number of mechanisms have been set up to specifically support the LDCs including the LDC work programme, the Least Developed Countries Expert Group (LEG), the Least Developed Countries Fund (LDCF), the process to formulate and implement national adaptation plans (NAPs), as well as specific request to the operating entities of the Financial Mechanism, Parties and organizations to enhance support to the LDCs. The LEG is mandated to provide overall technical guidance and support to the LDCs on the aforementioned issues as well as on other specific areas.
The Conference of the Parties (COP), at its twenty-sixth session, is set to review the progress, need for continuation and terms of reference of the Least Developed Countries Expert Group (LEG) with a view to adopting a decision thereon. In preparation for the review, as mandated by the COP, the following activities have been undertaken: submissions from Parties; a stocktaking meeting on the work of the LEG; a report on the stocktaking meeting; and a synthesis report based on the submissions from Parties, reports of the LEG, and the report on the LEG stocktaking meeting.
Objective
The event will provide an opportunity for Parties and non-Party stakeholders to discuss emerging needs for support for the LDCs under the Convention and the Paris Agreement, with a view to inform the review of progress, need for continuation and terms of reference of the LEG. The discussions will draw upon the outcomes of the stocktaking meeting of the LEG held in February 2020 and related inputs, and also consider the context of the ongoing COVID-19 pandemic and the need to sustain progress on adaptation.

Submission deadline extended to 30 April 2020
Parties, United Nations entities and other relevant organizations  are invited to submit to the AC and the LEG information on gaps, challenges, opportunities and options associated with methodologies for reviewing the adequacy and effectiveness of adaptation and support. Please see decision 11/CMA.1, para. 36 for the full mandate and send your submission through the UNFCCC submission portal.
The Least Developed Countries Expert Group (LEG) was established in 2001, and is currently mandated to provide technical guidance and support to the LDCs on the process to formulate and implement national adaptation plans (NAPs), the preparation and implementation of the national adaptation programmes of action (NAPAs) and the implementation of the LDC work programme.  The LEG is also mandated to provide technical guidance and advice on accessing funding from the Green Climate Fund (GCF) for the process to formulate and implement NAPs, in collaboration with the GCF secretariat.  Furthermore, the LEG is mandated to engage a wide range or organizations in implementing its work programme.
The LEG meets twice a year to develop and review progress on the implementation of its work programme. The LEG implements its work programme through a variety of modalities including technical guidance to the countries, technical guidelines, technical papers, training activities, workshops, expert meetings, NAP Expos, case studies, capturing and sharing of experiences, best practices and lessons learned, NAP Central, monitoring of progress, effectiveness and gaps, collaboration with other bodies, programmes and organizations, and promotion of coherence and synergy.
Report from the Meeting as follows:
The meeting was opened by The Chair Ms. Marianne Karlsen, 
SBI Chair with opening remarks. 
This was followed by a presentation on the Highlights on the outcomes of the stocktaking meeting of the LEG and related reports by Ms Nicola Lulham a member of the  LEG committee from Canada.  She presented the work of the LEG in some detail. 
Ms Nicola Lulham presented the work of the LEG:
She provided highlights of the global stock take which will be reviewed at the next formal meeting at COP26. 
Generally NAPs are essential and many had achieved major milestones.  They provide Training and technical guidance for adaptation and the LEG has helped provide information and collaboration to support the LDCs. 
The Toolkit was released last December 2019. In Korea they took a crowd sourcing approach.  There is a working group providing technical assistance via the NAPs.
On the committee are EU experts, and most on the committee are in senior implementation  positions in their governments   which makes it effective.  The future characteristics will be more gender aspects and ecosystem outcomes and SDGs alignment as well as a broadening of languages beyond just English.
The LEG vision has helped prioritise activities and align them with desired outcomes.
The composition of the LEG was given.  13 experts were introduced including 10 from the LDCs.
Outcomes of the LEG stocktaking meeting were given:
Adaptation – related elements of the LDC work programme 
Formulation and implementation of national adaptation plans
Gender sensibility, vulnerable groups, communities, ecosystems
Facilitating dialogue on accessing funding GCF, LDCF, AF
Brokering support from other sources for implementation
Identifying and addressing LDCs specific gaps and needs
Coherence and synergy between adaptation and related issues
Mobilising and engaging relevant bodies and a wide range of organisations
Technical guidance and support
Technical guidelines and supplements
Technical papers 
Open NAPs and case studies 
Training workshops
NAP Expos 
NAP Central and the NAP tracking tool
Writing workshops and facilities for developing funding proposals
Collaboration with other bodies and organisations
Minimum of 5 years or ideally 10 years to align with SDG timeline
Enhancing accessibility of technical materials, products, meetings and activities. 

The Chair then introduced the next section which was Needs of the LDCs to effectively implement the Convention and the Paris Agreement
The Chair invited all participants to contribute to the following Questions using a Mentimeter  all the participants
· What are the needs of the LDCs to effectively prepare NAPs, update NDCs, and fulfil other responsibilities under the Convention and the Paris Agreement, also considering the COVID19 situation?
·   What are the enabling factors to more effectively engage with and support national stakeholders in implementing climate change activities?

· The Mentimetre Answers were displayed in slides as follows:
· Support to develop a national policy linkage between development (SDGs) climate change and DRR. Technical support to prepare and implement an integrated plan based on synergy between NAP, NDC and PA. Capacity Building support and Support on climate. 
· Resources to produce good quality..
· Direct writing support for bids and funding 
· Vulnerability assessment
· Technical assistance/HR support
· Institutional capacity to absorb channel and support on funding.

Mr Ram Lamsal spoke from Nepal.
He said that LDCs can feel overburdened with the process and don’t have the capacity and cant meet the costs so the process must help not burden LDCs. 
Mr Ephraim Shitima, from Zimbabwe spoke as an LDC 
He said we need to have NAP for every country as a basic mimimum paradigm shift. To be proactive and a global responsibility  and to be similar to the NDCs for each country and then each should lead to access to funding, assured as soon as they each have a NAP.
He also said that capacity is a continuous process and should not be thought of as in a silo.  There needs to be a coherent process moving towards solving problems as they arise. There is no end point in capacity- it is continuous. 
Experience, challenges and opportunities
The next section dealt with Experience, challenges and opportunities in delivering support to the LDCs to further inform the review of progress, need for continuation and terms of reference of the LEG at COP 26.
Mr Nicola Di Pietrantonia EL, representing the EU, and said that the LEG is crucial for the implementation for the LDCs, and should be linked to the LEG work plan. He suggested that there could perhaps be a simplification of the work plan, and the remit of the LEG- perhaps more for implementing the NAPs which might make it even more efficient in its role. If the LEG leads on NAPs to the adaptation committee and supports adaptation planning, without being tied to any specific vehicle and becoming more flexible as a result. 
The Chair then raised the following questions of all participants 
Guiding questions:
· What should support to the LDCs achieve in the short-, medium- and long-term?
· How can the work of the LEG be strengthened to more effectively support the LDCs in that context?
Professor Marie Claire Cordonier Segger explained that access to legal help and a library was available to LDCs via her organisation. 
The question was raised  from the RINGO Institute, about access to technology and Mr Shitma, (Nepal) said that he himself had been unable to connect during the session for 10 minutes due to the power and other outages and that this is a big issue in LDCs and needs to  be addressed. 
Chair’s Concluding remarks:
The Chair summarised that there does need to be an holistic and financial approach. The LEG continues to serve the needs, and strengthens and harvests the work of the networks of LDCs. It is a key vehicle to support the UNFCCC and the LDCs. 
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