SB48, Bonn 9 May 2018. Talanoa Dialogue Closing Plenary. 
My name is Sylvia Karlsson-Vinkhuyzen and I work at Wageningen University, the Netherlands. All seven members of the Research and Independent NGO constituency who took part in Sunday’s Talanoa Dialogue were encouraged by the experience and would like to thank the Fijian Presidency for the efforts they provided to create an open environment of sharing based on respect including of both parties and non-parties towards building ambition. The RINGO members shared a diversity of stories including about the diversity of short and long term climate impacts on Bangladeshi river dwellers, building regional government mitigation ambition and experiences of small-scale capacity building of an LDC delegation by an university service learning project. RINGO members also shared stories about creating a positive narrative about marginal lands that provide opportunities for climate-resilient development, enhancing the roles of women and water in adapting to climate change and how fossil fuel production has emerged as a climate policy concern.  
RINGOs prioritize basing decisions and policies on sound evidence, including science as well as lived experience. As was raised during the Talanoas it is essential to bring scientific knowledge from for example the IPCC reports into the Dialogue.  But it is also important to remember that knowledge can be shared in a variety of formats. Social scientists in particular are able to capture knowledge in the form of stories about the specifics of human experiences that are essential for understanding how to address climate change.
RINGOs are hopeful that the creation of an open environment of sharing without the pressure of negotiating has helped develop empathy, trust and respect that will be carried back in to the negotiating rooms and back home as each country grapples with enhancing ambition.  Learning how to bring the outcome of the Talanoa Dialogue home to domestic deliberations within governments, parliaments and to the public is an important step.  It will help us to learn how to make future global stocktakes work as a mechanism of facilitative accountability for reaching the objectives of the Paris Agreement. 

