Statement for COP 23 Opening Joint SBI and SBSTA Meeting
 Thank you for the opportunity to speak today at this joint meeting of the SBI and the SBSTA.
 The research community is looking forward to the Presidency Dialogue on engagement of non-state actors.  We are especially pleased to see that the dialogue will consider better ways to solicit and make use of expert inputs.  The RINGOs look forward to discussing strategiews to connect party needs for skills and knowledge with the people investigating, teaching about, and applying what they learn to a myriad of climate change issues and situations.
 We also hope that the dialogue will identify ways to enhance non-state actor opportunities to observe and participate in various negotiating sessions.
 As researchers, we share your concerns about developing meaningful indicators and common metrics to track the impacts of climate change and of response measures.  We encourage the use of a broad suite of indicators that includes social, cultural, legal, and other impacts, as well as economic effects.
 As educators, the RINGOs are pleased to see so many references to capacity building in the SBI and SBSTA agenda and activities.  We look forward to working with you to define gaps between current and desired capacities, and to devise ways to close those gaps.
 We also applaud efforts to enhance communication and cooperation across institutional, disciplinary, sectoral, and governmental boundaries.  Climate challenges are too complex to be addressed effectively without combing our knowledge, technological, financial, and other resources.  We must work together to meet our mitigation and adaptation goals, and to provide adequate protection to vulnerable communities and ecosystems throughout the world.
 We appreciate your recognition that different communities have different needs, values, and interests, and may require different approaches to mitigation and adaptation, including the acquisition and use of appropriate technologies.
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